188 nition had been granted them, and now they claimed to
speak for Poland. Associated with them was the great
patriot and great musician, Paderewski.
As to Pilsudski, the leaders among the Allies at Paris
knew very little about him and that little seemed to them
a danger to the peace of Europe, a danger to Poland
also. They had vaguely heard that he was a Socialist—
and that meant very close to a Bolshevist. He had begun
the war on the side of Austria; they overestimated his
war services to the Central Powers and underestimated
his opposition to Germany. There were many intrigues
at Paris. Some of the Poles there questioned his posi-
tion, some suspected him, some fiercely hated him and
any plan he might advance. Once more the weakness of
Poland showed in bitter disagreements, and this at a
time when unity was necessary.
After the creation of an army, Pilsudski classed as
the next problem putting the Polish house in order.
There must be peace instead of chaos. The peace of law
was absolutely necessary and individual acts could not
be allowed—whether of one person or one party. Every
man was saying, "I speak for Poland." Every group
was saying, "We represent Poland." If this feeling were
permitted to spread through the nation, there would
come internal conflicts and then the domination of one
party.
ikThe chaos, inside and outside, for those first weeks
awed me/7 he said afterwards.
He took prompt steps to suppress the government at
Lublin. On his own authority he put in motion the entire
machinery of the state. Poland must begin to make laws.
This was not only the first step, but it was a step that
must be taken quickly. On the seventeenth of November
he announced a Cabinet—a Socialist Cabinet, with some
members from the Peasant parties, with members from
Austrian Poland and Russian Poland and German Po-
land. He asked the Cabinet to draw up the election law;

